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Dear GE Network,
 

Thank you for your interest in genetic engineering as it relates to California's food and farms.
Please feel free to pass this newsletter along to friends and family by using the "forward
email" button at the bottom of  this page.

TWO MORE U.S. COUNTIES BAN GE CROPS

Lake County Supervisors Approve GE Crop Ban

October 21, 2008
Full story can be found at: Lake County News

By a 3-2 vote the Board of  Supervisors on Tuesday gave initial approval to an ordinance
to ban the use of  genetically engineered (GE) crops in Lake County.

The ordinance has been advanced to a final reading next month.

Supervisors Ed Robey - who introduced the ordinance - along with Anthony Farrington
and Denise Rushing voted to approve the measure, with Jeff  Smith and Rob Brown voting
no.

With the exception of  Rushing, who wasn't yet on the board in 2005, the rest of  the
board members voted the same as they did when considering a 2005 ordinance that would
have placed a 30-month moratorium on GE alfalfa.

The board's decision followed three and a half  hours of  public input and board
discussion, which revealed a deep divide in opinion.

Local agricultural leaders and business people said the kind of  scientific tools used for
genetic engineering are crucial to giving them a competitive advantage.

On the other side of  the issue, those against the use of  the GE crops said they wanted
agriculture to thrive but didn't believe that state and federal governments have done



enough to vet the safety of  genetically modified organisms.

The ordinance will come back for its second reading on Nov. 4.

If  Lake County gives final approval to the ordinance next month, it would be one of  only
a handful of  counties and cities around the state to adopt definitive, anti-GE legislation.

Hawaii County Council Bans GMO Taro and Coffee

October 9, 2008
The full story can be found at: West Hawaii Today

HILO -- The genetic modification of  taro and coffee on the Big Island is now a banned
practice.

The Hawaii County Council voted 9-0 Wednesday in favor of  a bill from North Kona
Councilman Angel Pilago on its second reading to ban genetically modified taro and
coffee.

On one side of  the debate are those who believe genetic modification of  coffee could
eventually spell disaster for the island's coffee industry. Off-island buyers would not be
interested in Kona coffee that has been purposely or accidentally genetically modified, the
proponents believe.

Then there are residents who believe, among other things, without genetic modification of
coffee, there will be no scientific answers when disease strikes and destroys Big Island
coffee.

A vast majority of  residents who spoke Wednesday said they were in favor of  the ban.

Dr. Hector Valenzuela, a vegetable crops extension specialist with the University of
Hawaii at Manoa, said he -- unlike all of  his peers at the college -- supports the bill.

He said the scientific community should be concentrating on aspects of  agricultural
research, such as teaching farmers how to sustain crops without having to rely on
chemicals, rather than genetic modification.

Bill proponent Chuck Moss, a Kona coffee farmer, said one potentiality of  genetically
modified coffee is that experiments in creating coffee trees without caffeine could spread
to other trees. If  that happened, it would be hard to market Kona coffee, he said.

Hamakua Councilman Dominic Yagong furnished results of  a poll he conducted recently
that shows 82 percent of  89 Big Island coffee farmers support the bill.

TAKE ACTION

Stay tuned for two actions that you can take to express your concern about regulations
affecting GE crops and animals. We will send out more information soon.

1.    On Oct. 6th, newly proposed U.S. Department of  Agriculture (USDA) rules  were
released governing genetically engineered crops, including food crops engineered to
produce pharmaceutical and industrial products. Public comment will be permitted for 45



days. We'll soon send a sample letter focused on the regulation of  drug-producing GE
crops.

2.    On Sept. 16th, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) released proposed
guidelines on how to regulate genetically engineered animals, in a move that is expected to
pave the way for them to enter the food supply. Under the proposal, the FDA would
require regulatory approval before any GE animals could be sold as food. Regulators said
they won't require human trials to test the safety of  eating GE animals, nor will labeling be
required. The public has 60 days to comment, and we will also send out an action alert on
this issue.
 

NEWS

Chile enters the list of  countries contaminated with GE crops

A report from the Institute for Nutrition and Food Technology (INTA) has detected
transgenic contamination of  maize in the fields of  central Chile.

The presence of  genetically modified organisms (GMOs) poses a risk to organic
agriculture and the exports of  conventional seeds from companies in central Chile. The
contaminated corn was illegally sold in the market for human consumption and for seed.

The Institute for Nutrition and Food Technology (INTA) dependent of  the University of
Chile, has detected the presence of  contamination in samples of  maize growing nearby
fields of  transgenic maize for seed export. The samples were collected in the Region of
O´Higgins, during the first months of  2008, from 30 different fields.

"This study shows for the first time, that contamination does occur in the fields in Chile.
This is a very serious situation as the contaminated corn was grown illegally, was not
approved for seeds by the Agriculture and Livestock Service (SAG)", nor for human
consumption", says Maria Isabel Manzur from Fundación Sociedades Sustentables.  

During 2007, 216 cases of  transgenic contamination were registered in 57 countries, which
means that contamination is widespread in the world. The Director of  the Programa Chile
Sustentable, Sara Larraín, demanded the authorities to "reconsider their policies regarding
transgenic crops, given the impossibility to control the contamination and the segregation
of  crops".

More information:
Sara Larrain, Programa Chile Sustentable
slarrain@entelchile.net / 09-3197588 (2097028)

María Isabel Manzur, Fundación Sociedades Sustentables
mimanzur@gmail.com/ 2235459-2771429

Patricio Larrabe - Óscar Letelier, Desarrollo Rural Colchagua
patriciolarrabe@gmail.com/  08-9054327

Help Build the California GE-Free Network



As one of  the largest agricultural economies in the world, California has the opportunity
to become a leader in safeguarding our public and private lands, fisheries, forests, schools,
gardens and nurseries from GE contamination.

If  GE is an issue that you are concerned about and you are not already a member, sign on
to the Cal GE-Free list serve to receive this newsletter.

To make a tax-deductible donation, send a check payable to Cal GE-Free to:
15290 Coleman Valley Rd., Occidental, CA 95465.
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